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1. Overview  
· Established in 1982 to promote greater uniformity in certain areas of federal 

jurisdiction (particularly patents) and to relieve the pressure on the dockets of the 
Supreme Court and the courts of appeals for the regional circuits 

· The only U.S. court of appeals defined exclusively by jurisdiction rather than 
geographical boundaries 

· A specialized court for patent appeals but with very broad non-patent subject 
matter jurisdiction 

· Assumed the jurisdiction of the U.S. Court of Customs and Patent Appeals and 
the appellate jurisdiction of the U.S. Claims Court, both of which were abolished 

· The 7 judges from the Court of Customs and Patent Appeals and the 5 judges 
from the Court of Claims were reassigned to serve on the Federal Circuit court 
 

2. Jurisdiction 
· U.S. District Court decisions relating to patents 
· Merit Systems Protection Board (labor relations between federal agencies and 

their employees) 
· Patent and Trademark Office (appeals from Trademark Trial and Appeals Board 

and Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences) 
· International Trade Commission (unfair competition, dumping, patent and 

copyright infringement) 
· U.S. Court of Veterans Appeals 
· U.S. Court of Federal Claims (claims against the United States not sounding in 

tort, including patent and copyright infringement) 
· U.S. Court of International Trade (classification and valuation of imported 

merchandise, the exclusion of merchandise from entry into the U.S. under the 
customs laws, and issues relating to antidumping and countervailing duties) 

· Boards of Contract Appeals (contract disputes between private contractors and the 
government) 

· Other: regulations of the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; certain employment-
related claims, including discrimination claims against the Senate, House of 
Representatives, the White House, and various federal agencies  

 
3. Membership of the Court 

· 12 judges 
· 4 have professional patent-related experience 
· 7 have general litigation or government service backgrounds  
· 1 has policy-legislative experience in the IP field 
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